
Largest Private Sector Employers in Aurora
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Summarized Municipal Tax Rates - 2010
(Includes Municipal, Regional and Educational portions)

Residential 1.076539%

Commercial 2.275249%

Office Buildings 2.275249%

Shopping Centres 2.275249%

Industrial 2.593256%

Taxes are calculated at the above rates as percentage of assessed value of the property including 
structures. Other rates may apply for vacant properties

A Competitive Business Environment

Aurora’s geographic location, affordable 
land prices and tax-friendly environment, 
compared to municipalities of similar 
size, allow for lower business operating 
expenses and higher company profits. 

Aurora Shopping Centre
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Building Permits 
Aurora’s building permit activity suggests that the Town has been 
successful in attracting new development. 

Source: Town of Aurora Building and By-law Services Department, 2010
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	 2002	 2003	 2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010

Total Construction Value (2002 - 2010)

Total Number of Building Permits Issued in 2010
Type of Permit  Permits

Residential 410
Commercial 50

Business Park 10
Industrial 20

Institutional 10
Rural 5

Plumbing 320
Septic 10

Demolition 20
Other/Signs 40

Total Permits Issued 895

New residential and industrial developments in Aurora
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Vacant Employment Land
There are over 290 acres of prime, undeveloped land in Aurora’s five employment areas, most of which is located in the Leslie/ Highway 404 
area. All five employment areas are within close proximity to Highway 404 and rail service. In addition, York Region recently approved over 
270 acres of future employment land proposed in the Aurora Northeast (2C) Secondary Plan. 

Development Opportunities
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Employment Space
Employment space may also be available in existing facilities on single industry sites and industrial condominiums or plazas.  
For more information on Aurora’s vacant employment land inventory and  properties for sale or lease, please visit www.businessaurora.ca 

Aurora’s Employment Areas
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Commercial Opportunities
Major Commercial Developments
There is presently over 2.6 million sq. ft. of existing and proposed commercial space in Aurora (see map below).
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New Development Opportunities 
New development opportunities are planned throughout Aurora 
including the following new and proposed commercial developments.

New and Proposed Commercial Developments
Commercial Shopping Centres Status Space (sq. ft.)

Wellington Business Centre Built/under construction 43,620

Daniels Commercial Proposed 16,900
Beer Store Proposed 5,750

Wal-Mart Phase 2 Built 209,010

Borealis Plaza Built 12,400
Vitmont Proposed 4,200
Kaitlin Proposed 4,090

Vitmont - Self Storage Proposed 45,960
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The Town of Aurora is home to National Historic Sites such as the Hillary House, Aurora Cultural Centre, Horton Place and the Morrison 
House. The community also features exciting events that include the World’s Longest Street Festival, Aurora Art Show & Sale and RibFest. 
Aurora also boasts first-class recreation complexes, championship golf courses and exceptional shopping and dining.

Pedestrian Trail System 
Aurora features approximately 25 kilometers of pedestrian trails 
which connect many of its neighbourhood parks, Town facilities and 
open space corridors.  

The Holland River Valley Trail is Aurora’s longest trail, designed as part 
of the inter-municipal Nokiidaa Trail. The trail links multiple municipal 
facilities such as Aurora Town Hall, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, the Aurora Arboretum, Sheppard’s 
Bush and Lambert Willson Park. 
 
A proposed future trail northwest of McKenzie Marsh will soon link 
Aurora’s section of the Nokiidaa Trail to the neighbouring Town of 
Newmarket.

Arts, Culture & Heritage
Aurora is rich in culture. In 2010, the Town of Aurora re-opened 
the Church Street School, a heritage building that was originally 
the Aurora Public School. Today the Church Street School has been 
transformed into the Aurora Cultural Centre, a centre for arts, 
culture and heritage. The Aurora Cultural Centre is a generator of 
cultural programming, program partnerships and a steward for the 
many collections stored within it.

Aurora is recognized as a premiere heritage community. In 
2008, the Town won the prestigious Prince of Wales Prize for its 
commitment to the preservation of its built heritage. To date, 
visitors and residents enjoy the annual Doors Open Aurora event, 
which showcases significant architectural, cultural and historical 
sites in Aurora.

Livability

Pedestrian Trail at Sheppard’s Bush Aurora Cultural Centre 



Recreation Opportunities... by the numbers
•	 700 acres of woodlots and open spaces
•	 45 parks including Sheppards’ Bush (50 acres of forest and trails)
•	 35 playgrounds
•	 33 soccer fields
•	 25 kms of trails, located across the full length of the town 
•	 16 baseball diamonds
•	 14 basketball courts
•	 11 municipal tennis courts
•	 8 beautiful and challenging golf courses
•	 4 large outdoor skating rinks
•	 3 first-class recreation complexes
•	 2 splash pads
•	 1 skate park

 
 
Special Events
The Town of Aurora offers many special events for residents of all 
age groups and interests including:

•	 Arctic Adventure
•	 Aurora Art Show and Sale
•	 RibFest
•	 Concerts in the Park 
•	 Santa Under the Stars Parade
•	 Aurora’s Borealis
•	 Easter Egg Hunt
•	 Haunted Forest
•	 Teen Idol
•	 Canada Day Parade and festivities
•	 Movies in the Park
•	 Community Corn Roasts
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Children’s splash pad at Town Park

One of Aurora’s many scenic trails
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Housing
Aurora offers residents a wide range of housing options including neighbourhoods 
with stately homes, executive enclaves, apartments and multi-dwelling units. 

Town of Aurora Housing Prices - 2010
Detached Semi-detached Town/Row/Attached Condo./Apt.

Sales Avg. Price Sales Avg. Price Sales Avg. Price Sales Avg. Price
330 $555,630 70 $339,320 120 $373,860 20 $285,800

Number of New Residential Units with Permits Issued in Aurora 
January 2009 to December 2010

2009 2010

January - June July - December January - June July - December
260 270 130 70

Source: York Region Economic and Development Review Mid-Year, 2010

Source: York Region Planning and Development Services Department, 2010

Health Care Facilities
Aurora’s community health-care needs are serviced by Southlake Regional Health 
Centre. Southlake offers 370 patient beds and accommodates approximately 71,000 
emergency visits, 22,000 in-patient admission and 300,000 
out-patient visits each year.

Situated on the Southlake campus, the newly built Stronach Regional Cancer Centre 
serves as the designated cancer treatment facility for almost 1.2 million people living 
in York Region and south Simcoe Country, providing access to the most up-to-date 
knowledge, practices and provincial standards in cancer care. 

Southlake’s team of 2,800 employees, 460 physicians, 800 volunteers and 600 
students, combined with their commitment to provide the best possible care to 
patients, makes Southlake synonymous with health care excellence.

Southlake Regional Health Centre 

A residential subdivision in Aurora



 

Area 	 47 sq. km.* 
Population	 57,020 

Business Cost & Information 
Development Charges (2010)	 $24.42/ sq. m. for industrial, office, 
	 retail and institutional 
Property Taxes	 2.275249% commercial 
	 (including office buildings and shopping centres) 
	 2.740647% Industrial (including large industrial) 
Water Rates	 $1.3055/ cubic meter of consumption 
Wastewater Rates	 $1.0217/ cubic meter of water consumption 
Storm sewer Rates	 $12.33/ residential every 3 months 
	 $115.38/ commercial every 2 months

Electrical Rates	 PowerStream Inc. (hydro) 905-417-6900 
	 www.powerstream.ca

Natural Gas	 Enbridge Inc. (gas) 1-877-362-7434 
	 www.enbridge.ca

Technology	 Rogers Communications Inc. (cable and internet)		
	 905-727-1981 
	 www.rogers.com

Labour 
Labour Force	 33,107**

Major Employment Sector	 Manufacturing 
	 Manufacturing and Business Services make up 		
	 36.6% of the Labour Force 

Avg. Household Income	 $155,463**

Avg. Detached Housing Price	 $555,626 

Quick Facts

Sources:	 * York Region Planning Department, 2010 
	 ** FP Markets, 2010



Contact Information 
Office of Strategic Initiatives, Town of Aurora

100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1

Tel: 905-726-4742   |   Toll Free: 1-800-269-3753 (ext. 4742)

Fax: 905-726-4738   |   Email: ECDEV@aurora.ca   |   www.aurora.ca


